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Our Hope for the Church

There were so many wonderful and talented people involved in the making of this
guide in order for it to be a helpful resource for you as you reflect upon the glorious
good news of the Ascension and Pentecost. It is our prayer and our hope, as the
Church and for the Church, that as you use this guide you would Celebrate the King:
e By worshipping Jesus with all that you are as you reflect upon and entrust
yourself to the Sovereignty of God in your life.
e By developing healthy rhythms of the “cruciform” life, establishing and
maintaining order within this chaotic world.
e By walking alongside your sister and brother, bearing one another’s
burden in this time of continued crisis in our country and around the world.
e By living outthe Kingdom in how you serve your neighbor and sharing the
reason for the hope you have in Christ Jesus.
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Celebration of the King

At the cross Jesus conquered sin, and in his resurrection defeated death, putting to
shame all rulers and authorities in heaven and on earth. It is because of this most
magnificent victory that God the Father has highly exalted him above all and
enthroned him as King over the universe (Philippians 2:6-11). The commencement of
Jesus’ glorious reign over the cosmos as the risen King is what is known as the
Ascension (Acts 1:1-11), when he ascended to the right hand of the Father; and
Pentecost is the day when he poured out his Spirit (Acts 2) in order that his Church
may live as the rightful citizens of his heavenly Kingdom.

Therefore, as we embrace the full story of the gospel, we are to immerse ourselves in
the ongoing reality of the Ascension and Pentecost, by rejoicing in the glorious reign
of Christ the King, who empowers us to live out his Kingdom in the world through his
Spirit. Therefore, while Easter is the day in which the Church most rightly and
extravagantly celebrates the victory of Jesus Christ on the cross, the subsequent
weeks are meant to be an ongoing parade to celebrate the reign of Jesus Christ as
our King.

How to Use this Guide

This guide is designed to reflect upon and rejoice in the cosmic reign of Jesus and
our loyal service to the King, in prayer, in Scripture, and in reflection. Each day of the
guide provides a form of worship to shape the disposition of our heart, to set rhythms
of worship for our soul, and to reflect upon Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
pouring out of the Spirit at Pentecost. The aim is to approach the throne of God'’s
grace together as his people—established by his grace, formed by his Word, and
sanctified by his Spirit—for our good and for his glory.

Seeing how this devotional is digital, you may find it helpful to use a journal in which
to write your daily thanksgiving, Scripture reflections, and further prayers.

For music to inform and form your celebration of the King check out this



The Daily Practices

The following Daily Practices serves as a template, to be used as closely or as loosely as you
find helpful.

¢ The Call to Prayer
Each morning will begin with a Scripture that invites us to meet with God and respond to him in prayer.
Each call to prayer is connected to the area in the world over which God is sovereign that is introduced
each Sunday.

¢ Time of Gratitude
Whereas the week leading up to Easter focus on confession and repentance, the weeks following Easter
focus on thanksgiving and praise. Each day we will practice the discipline of giving thanks by recounting
three (3) things for which we are grateful within the previous 24 hours. As the apostle Paul commends, let
us “give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Ephesians 5:20).

e The Lord’s Prayer
When asked how to pray, Jesus provided his disciples what is known as the “Lord’s Prayer” (Matt. 6:9-13;
Luke 11:1-4). This prayer can serve as a comprehensive framework to guide our prayers on what is most
essential. Each day of the week we will pray through one line of the Lord’s Prayer, focusing on that
particular emphasis of the prayer. In this way, we will pray the entire Lord’s Prayer throughout each week
one day at a time. (For an overview and further explanation, see Appendix 3, pp. 87-88.)

e Scripture and Reflection
Each day we will have a particular passage of Scripture that we will read and reflect upon. The passage
for each day will be related to the theme of the week, which focuses on a particular area over which God
is sovereign. The passage of Scripture will come from a different part of biblical canon—Monday: the Old
Testament; Tuesday: the Gospels; Wednesday: the Psalms; and Thursday: the Epistles. Friday and
Saturday will walk us through the sermon series texts in Acts and corresponding major texts, which will
prepare us for the at Exchange for that Sunday.

¢ Praying through the Mission of Exchange
We are committed to the Mission of Exchange, because we believe it is the mission that God has given
the church: we exist to be a people, who enjoy the glory of God, equip the people of God, and extend
the love of God. Each day we will pray through one of the elements of this mission: by praising God for
one of his attributes (enjoy the glory of God); praying for God to cultivate in us a particular virtue or asking
him to bless one of the ministries of the church (equip the people of God); and praying for a need in the
world or mission of the church throughout the world (extend the love of God).

¢ The Commission to Serve
Each day ends with a commission from God's Word to serve the King by extending his love to the world.
Just as we begin with the Scripture, we will end with Scripture, in order that our time is framed by God's
Word.



The Design of this Guide

The form and content of this devotional is purposefully designed to orient our souls, hearts,
and minds to the immutable truth that Jesus is King. Therefore, every element is meant to
serve as a movement within a symphony that sings the song of God's sovereignty. The
following elements of the guide are intended to shape how we behold our Risen Savior and
celebrate our Ascended King.

The Realms of God'’s Sovereignty throughout each Week
Each week will focus on a different realm over which God reigns (for an explanation of the

images see Appendix 2, pp.83-87). The Call to Prayer and the Scripture Reading for that day
is intentionally related to the particular emphasis for that week.
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The Enthronement Psalms on Sundays

There is a particular grouping of psalms (Psalms 93, 95-99) that emphasize the Kingship of
Yahweh. Each of the psalms is marked by the phrase, “Yahweh Reigns” or “Yahweh is
Enthroned” (3'7n nin') and have thus been labeled as “The Enthronement Psalms.” Since the
New Testament presents Jesus' salvific ministry (Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension) as
his enthronement over the heavens and the earth, each Sunday will feature one of these
psalms to reflect upon Jesus, the Victorious King.

Sermon Series through Acts

As the Ascension of Jesus Christ presses upon us to consider and celebrate his sovereignty
over the cosmos, this theme will contribute to the current sermon series at Exchange Church
in the book of Acts. Acts 2 will help us study the birth of the church. It gives us a beautiful
picture of a unified people around what matters most. We will also briefly look at Acts 3 and
get a picture of Christ that fills us with wonder and amazement. Throughout it all, God is
sovereign and working out his good and perfect will for His glory and our good.



The Good News of the Ascension and Pentecost

It may seem to be a strange time to focus on the sovereignty of God, but perhaps this is the
most appropriate time. It seems as if the world as we know it is becoming undone right
before our very eyes. This last year of the COVID-19 global pandemic has drastically and
dramatically altered everything about our lives. It has isolated us from one another. It has
crippled the economy. It has taken hundreds of thousands of lives. It has brought
governments to their knees. Although we knew it in our hearts before, this crisis has forcefully
reminded us that the world is not as it should be, that the things of this world cannot be our
security, and that this world as it is ultimately is not our home.

Yet, even as the world free falls into chaos, we are not without hope. In Christ Jesus we always
have good news. The good news of Jesus’ Death is that we are forgiven and cleansed from
our sin, making us whole and right before the Father. The good news of Jesus' Resurrection
is that we have the promise of eternal life in the new heavens and the new earth, where all
the sad things of the world come untrue.

But what about now? What about this present time in between Jesus’ Resurrection and ours,
while the earth gives way and the mountains be moved into the heart of the seas? This is
where the good news of Jesus’ Ascension comes in. This oft-overlooked event of Jesus'
ministry is essential to comprehending his ongoing mission to his people and our enduring
hope in his glory.

At the end of his gospel (Luke 24:50-53) and at the beginning of the book of Acts (Acts 1:1-
11), Luke records that forty days after Jesus was raised from the dead with his new
resurrected body, Jesus ascended into heaven, where he sits at the right hand of God the
Father (1 Peter 3:22). This event signifies Jesus' rightful exaltation and enthronement as King
over the universe. And although God has always been sovereign over his creation (Psalm
24:1), the Ascension of Jesus means that all those who have put their faith in him may also
participate in the glorious reign of the risen King—the one who is fully God and fully human,
in whom heaven and earth are being reconciled (Colossians 1:19-20).

But if Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father how exactly do we experience the
first fruits of the resurrected life found in Christ Jesus? It is important to realize that Ascension
does not mean that Jesus vanished in the heavens abandoning us here on earth (John
14:18). Having been given authority as King over the heavens and the earth, Jesus promised
his disciples that he would always be with them (Matthew 28:20). In fact, he tells his disciples



it is to their advantage that he goes to the Father, in order that the Holy Spirit may come to
us (John 16:7), giving us access to his presence always.

This is where the day of Pentecost comes in, which occurred fifty days after Jesus'
Resurrection and ten days after his Ascension (Acts 2). Pentecost refers to the long-awaited-
for-day (Isaiah 32:15; Joel 2:28-32) when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Church.
What this means for the Church is that through the Spirit we have full access to the ascended
King, that we are transformed into the Living Temple in whom the presence of God is
manifest, and that we are empowered to live out the Kingdom of God in this world as
pilgrims in a strange land awaiting our Heavenly country to come.

Therefore, because Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father, he is exalted as King
over the world and has empowered us to reign with him through his Spirit.

So, what does the Ascension and Pentecost specifically mean for us today, especially in the
midst of this current crisis?

o Jesus is King and he is in Control-\While it appears that the world is collapsing
beneath us, we can take heart that God is fully in control every aspect of our life today.
This does not mean that we will not face difficulty or trial for this is not our home yet;
but it does mean that in this world we can find our refuge in him who is the true and
faithful King. Therefore, we need not fear but can joyfully trust that he is working all
things together for his glory and for our good (Romans 8:28).

o Jesus is with You and for You—For many, if not all, we are facing an unprecedent
event that is demanding much of us at every level. We will struggle with doubt and
fear. We will fall short. But thankfully, we have a King who knows exactly all that we are
going through experiencing the fullness of death itself (4:13-14); a King who, after
defeating death, is “seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven”
(8:1); a King who “always lives to make intercession” for us (7:25). In other words, at
every moment the Ascended King is faithfully and constantly praying for you and me,
giving us his strength, his comfort, and his presence through his Spirit.

Since Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father and given us his Spirit, we have a
King to celebrate, granting us a living hope in this life as we await the life to come. Therefore,
no matter what you are going through today, take heart that Jesus is King and has overcome
the world (John 16:33)-he has gone before you and goes with you because he loves you.



God Reigns over Life and Death

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he

died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to
God.



God Reigns over Life and Death

Imagine the difference between watching a movie for the first time and seeing
it a second time. How does your vantage point change on the second viewing?
You might still feel the drama or jump at a scary moment, but now you know the
end of the story. Having seen the resolution, the anxiety or fear you had at first
is eased. You can put these hard moments into proper perspective knowing that
the story resolves for the good of the characters. So too, by knowing the end of
our story, we can have proper perspective in today’s anxieties or triumphs or
pain. Since God has triumphed over death bringing life—as was demonstrated
in the Resurrection of Jesus—our life today is leading us through a story greater
than we could ever imagine. In this story, death is not our finale but the
beginning of a glorious second act.

With this hope in mind, David could say with confidence, "My body also
rests securely” (Psalm 16:9). Paul trusted God to bring him “safely into his
heavenly kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:18). Both were convinced that something greater
was happening beyond their death that gave them confidence for life. Can we
say the same? Can we trust him with our death as well as our life? For us, death
is not an eternal sting but a sweet release into the arms of the One who has
sovereignly led us all of our days. We can find peace and security in knowing
that God is in control of both death and life.



Monday | April 5

Call to Prayer: Psalm 56:13
For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, that | may walk before God in the

light of life.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: "Our Father who are in Heaven, Hallowed by thy Name”
Who in Heaven can be compared to you, God? Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to you,
Lord? Truly, who in heaven do we have but you? And on earth who is your equal? In every single way that
counts, you are not like us. You are complete when we are broken. You are constant while we are tossed
about by the emotion and circumstance of this present moment. Thank you that you never change, and
that in your case that’s a very good thing. We love you. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Old Testament: Deuteronomy 30
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Enjoy the Glory of God”
Attribute of God to Praise: God is Life
God, thank you that you are the creator of life. Thank you that you created all that we see and all that
we ourselves are. Remind us that you are still in the work of bringing life to dead places, and that
nothing is impossible for you. We pray that we would be a people who are easily able to see our Maker
at work around us, bringing beauty from ashes, and litfe from death.

Commission to Serve the King: Romans 6:13-14
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.



Tuesday | April 6

Call to Prayer: Psalm 34:22
The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven”
Lord we fight for our own kingdoms with a fervor that never ceases to surprise me—our kingdom; our will.
But you show us a better way. You trade our sad, failing kingdom for your own. Our wills traded in for the
wise rulings of a King whose ways are above our ways and whose thoughts are better than my thoughts.
Your kingdom will stand, ours is already falling. We submit with joy to your leading in our lives today. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Gospels: John 5:19-29
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Equip the People of God”
Virtue to Cultivate: Faith
Lord, begin a new work of Faith in our hearts. We pray you would bring to life the embers of faith we
once had in your goodness, your salvation, your sovereignty in the world. We ask for you forgiveness
that we have allowed other things to take your place, to comfort us and console us in times of trouble.
Thank you that you have promised to help us believe, even in this we are not left to our strength.

Commission to Serve the King: 1 Peter 4:10-11
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever.
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Wednesday | April 7

Call to Prayer: Psalm 18:46
The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be the God of my salvation

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Give us this day our daily bread”
Thank you, Jesus, that you care about our daily bread. Thank you that over and over again in your Word
you tell us to ask you for what we need. You are not a God who is unfamiliar with what it is to be human, or
what it is to be in need of the physical things that sustain us. God you are good, and you do good, so we
ask your mercy to provide for us this week. In each and every way. These are strange days, but you are still
the God who sees us and knows just what we need even before we ask. We trust you today, Jesus. Thank
you for giving us what we need. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Psalms: Psalm 16
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Extend the Love of God”
Need in the World to be Restored: Death
We pray for our Exchange mission team in Costa Rica this week. We pray that they would see people
today as you see them. We pray that they would wake up ready to share the Gospel today. That they
would shine like lights in a dark place. That they would represent you well in thought and deed.
Challenge them today Jesus to live like you and for you.

Commiission to Serve the King: Galatians 5:13-14
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”
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Thursday | April 8

Call to Prayer: Psalm 145:16
You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”
We have sinned, Lord. We know that and you know that. So, in your grace, have mercy on us, for we know
that we cannot fix ourselves. Search us, O God, and know our heart. Try us and know our thoughts. And
see if there be any grievous way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. Jesus, we pray this for ourselves
and for all your people. We thank you, God, that you care enough about us to continue the work of
changing our hearts, and conforming us into the image of your son. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Epistles: Romans 8
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: “"Enjoy the Glory of God”
Attribute of God to Praise: God is Omnipotent
We praise you God that you are all powerful. As people with felt limitations, we cannot even fathom
what this means but thank you that your power and might have no limits at all. You are able to do
anything, at anytime, anywhere. We pray you would plant this truth deep down in our hearts as a body
of Christ. We ask that this would change the way we pray as a people, that our hearts would be
confident in You. Thank you that nothing is impossible for our mighty Father.

Commission to Serve the King: Titus 2:7-8
Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity,
and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing
evil to say about us.
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Friday | April 9

Call to Prayer: Psalm 54:4
Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”
The world is wrecked with sin. At each turn, a chance to fall into evil. But you already know that. Would you
not only deliver us from the evil inside and around us, but also lead us away from temptation? We are
failing in this. But you have already won the battle, Jesus. Show us your ways. Lead us in your truth. We will
follow you with joy. Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Sermon Series: Acts 2:25-28
1. Inthis passage, how do you see the sovereignty of God in the face of fear?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Equip the People of God"”
Ministry of the Church: Kid's Ministry
We thank you for the children that make up our EC Kids Ministry. We ask that even today, our children
would know how deep and how wide and long and how high is the love of our great God for them. We
pray that you would raise up our EC Kids Team and volunteers as we seek wisdom on when to phase in
our full Kids Ministry. Help us love these kids as you love them.

Commission to Serve the King: Colossians 1:9-12
May you be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk
in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy.
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Saturday | April 10

Call to Prayer: Psalm 30:3
O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from among those who go
down to the pit.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: “For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen”
You promise that the sad and bad and hard of this world will one day be made perfectly whole. But that
day is not today. While we wait, we ask that you would still show us your kingdom, your power, your glory
here on earth. Encourage our hearts as we walk roads that do not yet make sense to us. Remind us that
we are pilgrims here, our home is another Country. Lead us further in and further up, Lord. In Jesus name,
Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Sermon Series: 1 Peter 5:6-11
1. Inthis passage, how do you see the care of God in the face of fear?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Extend the Love of God”
Mission of the Church in the World: Pray for the
Southeast Asia is home to 2,728 people groups and the world’s largest Muslim population. Muslims,
Buddhists, and animists are among the 7.7 million Southeast Asians who have never heard that
freedom is found in Christ. Pray the millions of unreached people will hear and respond to the good
news.

Commission to Serve the King: Romans 12:1-2
By the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

14



God Reigns over All of Creation

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

15



God Reigns over All of Creation

There are two categories: creation and Creator. Scripture leaves no room for
ambiguity about who God is and about who we are.

“I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no other God”
- Isaiah 45:5

God is undoubtedly in authority over His creation. | think that looking at the
complexity of life on this planet makes it easy to believe in a Creator, but it is
misguided to think that God has set creation in motion, and then abandoned us.

In the Scriptures this week, you will read that it is also God who sustains creation.
All the processes that seem to “just happen” - the turning of the seasons, turning
of the tides, turning of the planet on its axis - all occur under His authority. As
the disciples discovered on a boat in the sea of Galilee, you will also see that
Jesus is fully God, fully sovereign over creation.

The Lord is still reigning today! He will one day fully reveal this with a renewed
heaven and earth, with no more crying or pain (Rev 21:1-7). These things should
humble us before the Lord, draw us to worship, and move us to declare Him as
Lord over our lives.

16
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Sunday | April 11

Call to Prayer: Psalm 9:7-8
But the LORD sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice, and he judges the world
with righteousness; he judges the peoples with uprightness.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Prayer for the Church
O God of all power and majesty, you created the heavens and stretched them out. You formed the earth
and all that comes from it. You give the breath of life to all who walk on the face of the earth. Jesus, you
conquered sin and death and now reign victorious. You are Lord; glory is due your name.
The former things have come to pass; we now await the new things you will bring through the Holy Spirit.
We rejoice to be gathered in your name. Alleluia! Accept our praises and petitions. Amen. [WSB, 660]

Scripture Reading from the Enthronement Psalm: Psalm 93
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: “We exist to be a people”
The Gathering of the Redeemed for the Worship of the King
Pray for the gathering of believers for the worship of God. Pray that we may be filled with the Spirit in
order that we may worship the Lord in Spirit and Truth. Pray that God will bless the worship of his
people, that we may enjoy the glory of God, being fully satisfied in him.

Commission to Serve the King: 1 Timothy 1:17
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.

17
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Monday | April 12

Call to Prayer: Psalm 24:1-2
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, for he has
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Your Name”
Lord Jesus, we are constrained by our humanness, and from our birth you can take our measure. What we
are and what we are not. But not you. You have no measure and no limit to your power, to your holiness.
Yet you chose to limit yourself to take on flesh with all its constraints and walk among us so you could say
with confidence that you are not unfamiliar with the burdens we bear. Yet you still did it all without sin. Even
as you became like us, you were still all that we could not be. Thank you, Jesus, for living a life that we could
not live and dying the death that was meant for us. In your name, Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Old Testament: Isaiah 45
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Enjoy the Glory of God”
Attribute of God to Praise: God is Good
God, we praise you that you are good and you do good. We confess that we think our definitions of
goodness are better than yours. God help us reorient our mental processes to see how you both ARE
the very definition of goodness, and you are actively doing good in our lives and in the world around
us.

Commission to Serve the King: Romans 12:11
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
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Tuesday | April 13

Call to Prayer: Psalm 33:8-9
Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and
it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
Lord Jesus, your kingdom far outshines the weak attempts at empire building our hearts and minds have
produced. Yet we continue to fight for our rights to build them. Forgive us. Forgive us for the rebellion in
our hearts that continues to spread the lie that we can do this on our own. We acknowledge with joy that
we cannot produce anything that matters apart from you. We need you every hour. Thank you for being all
that we cannot be today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Gospels: Mark 4:35-41
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Equip the People of God”
Virtue to Cultivate: Joy
Thank you God that you have made a way for us to have true, lasting, abundant, complete joy. We
confess that we have put our hope of happiness in things that do not bring real joy. Jesus cultivate in
us a deep well of joy that is not dependent on the things around us right now. Thank you that you will
be faithful to do this.

Commission to Serve the King: 2 Timothy 4:5
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
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Wednesday | April 14

Call to Prayer: Psalm 89:11
The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; the world and all that is in it, you have founded them.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: “Give us this day our daily bread”
God, you have always provided for us in the past. Your faithfulness has been tested and found true at each
turn. We are a faithless, forgetful people, but you are an utterly faithful, always remembering God who
cares for us. Thank you that as you have always provided, you will continue to do so. We trust you for the
needs of THIS day. We thank you that you are even now providing what is required. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Psalms: Psalm 104
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Extend the Love of God”
Need in the World to be Restored: The Environment
God, heal this broken earth. We confess that as stewards of the creation you made for us, we have not
always done what was good and right to care for your world around us. We confess that in this way, as
in many ways, our love of self has outweighed your ordering of things. Help us see how to engage the
critical conversation of how to be responsible cultivators of our Father’s World.

Commission to Serve the King: Colossians 3:23-24

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
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Thursday | April 15

Call to Prayer: Psalm 90:1-2
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord'’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”

Jesus, you have made provision for our sin by your death on the cross. We know that because of your work
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, you can and will cleanse us from all our sin and all of our bent ways
and bring us closer to you. Thanks Jesus that it's YOUR work and YOUR goodness that can do this—not our
own attempts at conjuring up goodness in ourselves. We ask your forgiveness for the things we have done
and left undone; for the things we said without consideration of the name we now represent. We thank
you for being faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us, Lord. In your most gracious name,
Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Epistles: Colossians 1:15-23
1. How do you see the sovereignty of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: “"Enjoy the Glory of God”
Attribute of God to Praise: God is Omnipresent
Thank you God that your Word says that you fill the heavens and the earth with your presence (Psalm
139:7-10). Thank you that you are somehow also a God who is near—-we cannot go anywhere where
you are not already there. Remind us of this when the loneliness and fear hovers near to us. Thank you
that your are here now, with you and with all whom you love.

Commission to Serve the King: Galatians 6:9-10
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of
faith.
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Friday | April 16

Call to Prayer: Psalm 8:1
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens!

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”
Lord, we are unable to save ourselves. This has been proven without exception. On our own we will
plummet further into the hole our own actions, and the actions of others has dug for us. But that is not your
way. When we were flailing about helpless, you saved us and put our feet on the rock. In your sovereignty,
you provide us a way out and into flourishing. Thank you, Father, that you do not leave us to our own foolish
devices. Thank you for saving us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Sermon Series: Acts 2:25-28
1. Inthis passage, how do you see the sovereignty of God in the face of fear?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Equip the People of God”
Ministry of the Church: Student Ministry
God, bless the Student Ministry of Exchange. Thank you for the students that make up this ministry and
for the incredible opportunity Exchange has to walk alongside them in these deeply formative years.
Jesus, give Tyler & Kailey Gibbens wisdom and grace as they lead the students and volunteers who
serve them. Thank God for the beauty of ministries like this one that disciple young believers to make

much of Jesus.
Commission to Serve the King: 1 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort
and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.
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Saturday | April 17

Call to Prayer: Psalm 108:5
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!

Time of Gratitude
“Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
Take this time to give thanks to God for three (3) specific things from the last 24 hours.

Praying the Lord’s Prayer: “For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen”
Father, from the day of our birth we've been building our little domains and asserting our power to rule
them. You know our hearts. You see the tendencies and the well-beaten pathways towards crowing
ourselves the king and queen of whatever it is we're doing and building. We're wrong and we're sorry.
Yours is the kingdom. Yours is the power. It is your right to build our lives according to your kingdom. You
have bought us with the blood of your son—you’ve called us your children and your heirs with Christ. By his
grace, we choose your kingdom and your power, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Scripture Reading from the Sermon Series: Psalm 23
1. How do you see the goodness and care of God in this passage?
2. How might God be calling you into obedience today in the face of anxiety?

Praying the Mission of Exchange: "Extend the Love of God”
Mission of the Church in the World: Pray for the people groups in
North African and Middle Eastern peoples live in a place where history blends with the modern world.
Filled with unengaged and unreached peoples, there the church is engaged in a captivating
resurgence unlike any other. Pray the millions of unreached people will hear and respond to the good
news.

Commission to Serve the King: Romans 12:1-2
By the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Amen.
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God Reigns over the Nations

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 